54            BEST METHODS OF COUNTERACTING
the truth of many facts recorded respecting Egyptian history in Genesis and Exodus, which have lately been furnished byElers* in the interests, not of Christian faith, but of. science, and the deciphering of old Chaldaic inscriptions respecting the flood by Mr. G. Smith, of London. But especially I would refer you to E. &hrader'$ late work5f in which a number of the notices scattered throughout the Old Testament, respecting the history of the Assyro-Babylonian empire and the Assyrian monuments (from the tower in. the plain of Shinar down to the fall of Babylon), arc remarkably confirmed, even in their details; so much , so that Egyptologists have been corrected by Assyr-ologists in respect of their chronology where it differs from that of Scripture. Have we, then, not a right to say with Gellius: " Obscuritates non assigncmus culpie scribentium, sed inscitioo non assequentium?"
In such questions the scientific defense of our fuil.li must not shirk the trouble of going into details, for it is in these that negative criticism seeks its strength. But the representatives of the latter should be shown how often they make small differences into great contradictions ; how they endeavor, by means of uncertain hypotheses, to decide questions which it is impossible
*'c-iEgypten und die Buclicr Mosis."   I Bel., 1808. tu Die KeHinschriften tmd das altc Testament. *'   ] 872.